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Rom. 13.1, 2. Let every ſoul be ſubjett unto the higher Powers : 
For there # no Power but of God ; the Powers that be, are or- 
dained of God. 

ag je therefore reſiſteth the Power, reſifteth the Ordinance of 

od; and they that reſiſt, ſhall recerve to themſelves damnaticn, * 
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LONDON, 


Printed ſor Walter Kettilby at the Biſbsps- 
Head in St, Paul's Church=yard, 1578, 


"LL ME 


NONCONFORMISTS 
A os 


Hereas there is an Oath required of every Non- 
conformilſt Preacher thar lives in a Corporate Town, 
which hath been an occaſion of ſeruple,or of trouble 


to many, when really the contents thereof at rhe 
bottom are nothing elſe bur the giving ſecurity ro the State of our- 
fidelity; I, who am one of the meaneſt among my Brethren, after 
ſome long conſideration of what is like to ed:fy, or offend the moſt, 
do, upon the account of whart is juſt and right, and not only what 
is prudent, (having firſt ſatished my doubrs) hambly preſent my 
ſelf (though none of the firſt) ro obey what is commanded. 

For the due performance whereof, with a good conſcience, I will 
lay down my rule upon which I go, and I muſt then a& according 
ro it. 

The rule I have to lay down for our ſubmiſſion to this-and the 
like Impoſitions, is, that foraſmuch as the Law is the W711 of the 
Law-giver, or Declaration of his Will, we are to conſider imper- 
tially what the intent or purpoſe of the major part of the Pariia- 
ment (which conſiſts of the King and his two Houſes) is, or was, 
that we thould yield to, in our compliance with them in fuch or 
ſuch an Impoſition, and if we can ſubmit ro it in that ſenſe which 
we verily believe to be their mind or meaning, we are to do it: 
and if we cannot, we are to ſuffer.” If we take their words in any | 
ſenſe of our own; (though never ſo rational) which we believe in 
our conſciences is, or was not their meaning, we prevaricate with: 
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the Law, and are profane or looſe in our obedience: and if we 
make any ſcruples which our conſcience tells us are beſides their 
purpoſe, or not to be made in equity according to their mind or 
meaning, we are injurious to the Law-giver, and ought to lay down. 
ſuch hard conſtruftions. Here is the true latitude = Middle way) 
we are to walk in, in our reſolution of ſuch caſcs. | m—_ 

This rule therefore being laid, F muſt do two things for the pra- 
Qice of ict. I muſt firſt give the ſenſe of the Oath according to 
what I ſincerely believe ro be the intent of the Impoſers, without 
wrong unto them, or my own underſtanding :. and I mult then a 
ply my ſelf ro the taking of ir. Only I muſt carcfully vom 
this, for avoiding all offence ro the Higher Powers, that I do nor 
take upon me (as no one can) to put a meaning on the Oath, which 
I know I mult take in theirs; of ro determine and ſay, This js 
their meaning - but ro ſay, I bekieve this to be their racaning, 
which is neceffary to determine for my own-ſelf, that I may at? ;» 
Kaith in what I do. 

For the true ſenſe-then, or- interpretation of this Oath, here arc 
three parts or clauſes of ir. 

The firſt part is, I ſwear that it is not Iawful to take arms 
againſt the. King upon any pretence whatſoever. In which clauſe 
We arc to conceive in the firſt place (as I am ſatisfied for my felf ) 
ſome fuch words as. [1 hold, or, I believe) are to be underſtogd, 
which may appear from ſome other AG where they are ſupplied 
ig the like Impoſition, I ſwear that I hold it unliwful to take 
arms againſt the King ;- and in the next place by the words Tpor 
any- prerence whatſoever, as we are to underſtand no leſs doubt- 
letly than upon-any cauſe, or im any caſe, V//2 ex cauſa; Jo we arc 
not to ſcrew up thoſe words ſo high, as it no caſe or caſes could; 
be invented ro put exception Pp the #mverſality of the pro- 
poſitivn, but that there is-no ſuch caſe or- caſes obvious, ſo as to. 
'\come into the mind of the Law-maker, (and no. ſuch conſfe- 

ntly as by the intent of the Law we ſhould obje&t to our: 
elves- in the taking this: Oath, )-or no ſuch to be put with 
regard to owr King ; ſo that if this poſition be received by us as 


iz:1s flazcd and hcld by the moſt. learned Afſertors of the power of 
| Princcs, 


and maintainers of rhis Tenet ir ff, We 2re to cofleety>' 
it their minds we ſhould yield to it as indefinitely true, withour 
nicety,and too ſcrupulous a diſquifition, I will explain my ſelf 
a little. further. This poſition may relate either to the 
ower in-general, or to the Perſon of the King. As it relates ro 
former, it ſuffices ro the meaning that we hold it as others. 
againſt rebellion have maintained it. That is, I ſuppoſe, rhe Mz« 
fority of Voters (if their minds could be asked) would deſire no: 
more of us, As it relates to the latree, I believe the meaning to 
be no leſs rhan this, that there isno caſe to be pur, or no cauſe in 
the earth to be found out,that will warrant our raking arms againſt 
our preſent Soveraign Charies the Second, And this I heartily be- 
lieve, and am ready to ſwear to it. | 
The ſecond part is, And I do abhoy that traiterous poſition of: 
faking arms ty the authority of the King againſt his Perfan, or 
any commiſſionated by him. In this elauſe 1 underſtand by the” 
word, abbor; im the cool ſenſe, I diſclaim, and I count the Poſition: 
traiterons if it be uſed to rebellion : Bur it is not, I ſuppoſe, once 
to be conceived, that it was the intent of the Parliament, (the moſt 
of the Members) or of his Majeſty himſelf, ro advance any arbi- 
trary Commilſtions-above Law in any point by theſe words; ahd: 
conſequently that by thoſe commiſſiomared by him, we mult under- 
ſtant tuch only as are Lega/ly Commiſlionated, and iti the Legal 
purſuit of ſuch Commiſſions. A Commiſiion not Legal is no Commil- 
fon,and no-man can be juſtified if he at otherwiſe than his\-Com- 
miſſion. And by this interpretation only, which F am fully per+ 
ſwaded (upon the account mentioned) was the ſenſe of the Laws 
giver, arc the moſt material objetions raken off, that have been 
alledged againſt this Oath by any. And fit advice alſo hath bren 
taken in the whole caſc. . 
The third part is, And that I will not at any time — 
&, 


allera/ton.of Government either in Church or State, In this clau 
By Government, we muſt underſtand, our of doubr, the preſent 
Government, and that only ; whichAn the S/ate is Monarchy, in 
the Church Epifcopacy : And we afe nor ro imagine thar ir was 
the intcne of this Act to deprige any Engliſh-man of his free- 
burn 
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bortr righe,b* chooſe Parltinient Meh thomi He 1Hinks miecretf "to * 
inform them of our grievances, to petition them,and to concur with 
them as our Repreſenratives (which venually we muſt nceds do) 
in every AC thar pales for the repealing old Laws; and mak ing 
now, and conſequently if it ſhould ſeem good to the Parliament to 
make any reformation of Religion, ſo long as it were carried on 
in.an orderly way by the conſent of the King and the rwo Houſes, 
there is nothing in ſuch an Endeavour of any man in his plice and 
calling but what is warranted by the fundamental Conlitution of 
the Realm; ſo that by this Endeavour here abjured, we muſt un- 
derſtand ſuch an - — Nw che only as is not warrantable by the 
Coallitution, Such an Endeavour we may ſuppoſe the Parliament 
intended as was uſed in the late times, when they went about to 
remove Epiſcopacy without the conſent of the King, and againſt ir. 
Such an Endeavour we abjure. That is, we will not endeavour 
by any means at all to remove the King from his Throne, beca iſe 
the Conſtitution of the Land is ro be governed by a Monarch, and 
we will not endeavour to alter Epiſcopacy, or reform the Church in 
any way or manner, bur whar is warrantable by the Law of the 
Nation; that is, by a Convocation, or ACt of Parliament, 

| This is what I belicve to be the true meaning of the Impoſer ; 
and in this meaning I thank God, that with a conſcience full per- 
ſwaded; and an honeſt intention to the Publick,as ro my ſelf I Jo 
addreſs my ſelf ro the words enſuing. 

- J. A. B. do ſwear that it is not tawfulto take arms againſt the 
King upon any pretence whatſoever : and that T do abhoy that 
traiterons Poſition of taking arms by the authority of the King 
againſt hu Perſon, or againſt thoſe that are commiſſionated by him 
in the Purſuance of ſuch Commiſſions : And that I will not at any 
time exdeavour any alteration of Government either in Church or 


S$rate. 


JOHN HUMEFREY, 


Reader * 


Reader, 
ae God I have a good conſtience\n Printing this Paper. I am 
ſenſible into bow many ſlrerghts myny Miniſters, and many good 
Men in ſeveral Corporations have beenngnd my be ſtill brought, in 
regard to this Oath, or ſome like it. If thwe be difference, ever 
man whois concerned.is to look to his own conles I hawetad 
him down his Rule, and he is to be true to it, and to bis own Soul 5 
and if he be tn doubt in any point, he muſt forbear. For my own part, I 
am ſo well ſatufied about thu Oath, that although I ſee not the Ends 
of Drutne Providence in the general 1ff airs of my life, who am one 
ill on the wrong ſide of the Jedge ; yet do I not think my ſelf born: 
into the world to no purpoſe, ſo long as I have lived to do thu. Af 
matter ſo ſmall (1 count) in it ſelf, and yet ſo momentous iu regard 
to the Publick; in the ſecurity of the Government, and the quiet of 
honeſt people. I do not ſubſcribe my Name as one now attually- 
ſwearing to the Oath, but as the Author of the Paper. But I intend” 
to take thu Oath for ought I know to chooſe, whether I need it or no,. 
and much more if I do need it, after I have publiſhed thus much; 
unleſs I ſee more reaſon than now to the contrary. The ſum of the 
matter «, 1 am content for my own part to engage my ſelf to have no 
hand in any rebellion, whatſoever happens; þ-- reſolved upon it, Þ 
will be no Rebel by the Grace of God. }. H. 


